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Contitonivealth of fMMassachumctis.,

I% rusr Hovse or Rerresestarives, March 6, 1840,

The Joint Special Committes, to whom were referred the peti-
ton of Spencer Vining, and 272 others, of Abington, and
many other petitions of the same tenor, relating to the power
and duty of Congress to abolish slavery and the slave teadas
e e Distoict of Columbia and the territories, and the slave
trade Letween the several States, and to whom were also re-
ferred the petition of Nathan Wobater and 130 others of Ha-
verhill, and many other petitions of the saume tenor, relating
to the admission of Florida into the Union as a slave State,
and 1o whom were also refoerred the petition of Windsor
Morse of West Boylston, and 91 others, and many other pe-
titions of the same tenor, relating to slavery, apd the means
to be used for its restraint and abolition, having considered
the subjocts so submitied to them, ask lesve to

REPORT. ‘
1t balieved by your Commitier, that on the g
o posear of Congress (o do th asious things whi
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pute thit the claise of ih aighth seetion af the fivst srticia of
the Comstitutinn which gives Congress & poyea T
afiestie Jurisdietiin fn all coses i g 1 within the et
which is the sont of govHFOmMEnt, MG, 1‘_H_=£Er.¢'1 i-; it thie.
else of thie (hird sectinn of the [eimrdfy lll'l':ll”i:_l.a sl Sl
thit Congress shall Have power to dispozs u, 0 atre o
needinl rules and cegulatdons respeting ‘|1ﬂ'lﬂ.t'r'ir_.:.ri- ke
United States, gives Congress o power nt Tt siiiial 1o s
mnider which the old Congeess of 178%, with the hearty eop.
currenes  of Jelferson aond gilier ]ﬁuding. sty _HittEameﬂ_l
profiibited elavery forever, on go mnech of the LELTIOrY i luy
within certain purallels of latitude ; that the elaiee ol the &ime
soction which provides that * pew ﬂLulf-_e_:,- mury be adlmitted hp'
Congress inta the Union,™ leaves the general wovemment oo
tirely af liberiy o refuss such ncliissiong, BACE upon sugh
r'.r||'||:|r]=|;|i.l'_" 28 ImET ﬂ[l!}EET‘ j:|'|5t ard T'l-‘-EEﬂLI:E.h].f' fir lhﬂ]ﬂltr'ri".gl'&q_t.
img the admison | and ﬁ!-”ﬁl}'r that the elams l:lll"-l', 1, E:Eq_-,t E.‘_;
which authorizes Cemgress ¥ 10 regnlate COmmeroe with 'ﬁjﬁ_lgh
nativns, and amobg the several Stares,” and undst whiely Cop-
gress lns heretofore luid an etnbargo, Gmposed Biscriminating
and prohibitory duties, and abolished the foreizn slave trads,
conveys equal powet to regulate, even to this extent of prohi-
bitiem, the inter-sthte trule of any deseription. Wﬁt uﬂf'ﬂg
the constructions nhove given, follow the lﬂl'l-l'l'ﬂ'l.ﬁnn[:";'h!;
ttnpart of the Inngnage used. hint thiy ‘tire Sllsl‘ﬁjlﬁa hﬁ}
Fasy of anntogies, of cotemporary nntharities, and of his ey
“Vidence all showing that the powerd faw 1;1&'{%
et vonfervad with the full nssent nd entive’ unders
all the States who ool part in the framing of the
It i needless 1o sy that Massaehusetss kis ropentodly
o thess constrietions by the lips und pens of hee sa
nnd the almest unanimens expressions of her
Yomr Commiittos liwee i mm Wﬁvfﬂ

prresat ngaing at iy Jongth) g
which all have hid ampls s
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similar to (hose now under consideration, snd partienlarly o
the reports comtained in doeuments numberad S6 amnd BT of the

Sepate,-for 1838 ; reports which exhanst the leaming and '.hE
arguments u]'l]ﬂll::nbh. to the vanons subjects treated of ‘which
are instinet with the spirit of freedom and truth, aud “"]'ﬁﬂh' are
the noblest monuments of ¢ mind and chiraeter too early Iost
to the Commonwealth-and 1o the connley-

Entertaining no doubt, therefore, that Congreas has the powers
elnimed by the petitionses. your Committes come at onge to the
inquiry, whether those powers shonld be nmmediately exer
cigad + and on this point, also, they have eome without hesiig-
tion to-ap nffirmative resnlt.  The doty cannet, 10 the appre-
hension of your Committee, be separted from the power; ad-
mit the last, and the first follows of ebtirse, It the: -mfﬂﬂ nf
slavery and the -:]:wmlmﬂr- were donbtful, or remote, or of re-
cent arigm. or but recently discovered, or were primeipally of &
metaphysical eliarnoter, not palpable to common understandings
and consciénces, nor attended in pmotice with great snffering
or wrong, then it might be prapor for us a8 legislators to tirn
aur wttention first to the remedy of pearer or greater wrongs, if
such there were, or to wait the result of further examination,
and inerensed enlightenment of the popidar mind.  But there
b o such remson for delay in this ease. The wrongs to'be
remedied are open, gross, palpable 1o the duoflest wﬂm
The responsibility for their continnanee rests upon us ’ﬂlﬁ a
mighty weight, it wa fnrhﬂlr to denoines ;puﬂ&m;;ﬁfl ll).,ﬁ;
we can, the legistation which inflicts tham.  So fir is the o=
tion proposed by the petitioners, from heing liable o thi w
of undue precipltation, that, o the opinion of your Commitree,
it hus only been too long delayed, ﬁﬁym alerntiog
ﬂfﬁx ﬁﬂlﬂshn ﬂmm iq. fhp
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the paint in the tide of time, hefore whicly the gmdnalisty of
Bty yenrs ginee prodicted thie stavery wonkd Crse by g daiih
of peogressive and half volunary exting o, Within ihm. e
oy two generations of slaves n IEaTers hiive T ths
dost ; and we find ar this doy tho numbey ﬂi'_ﬂmmqmmﬂﬂij
the severity. of slave laws e rensed; il o domstie slnve-trude
sprung np, which sives new vigor ta the system, by giving
aaiew hold on the interests of the planter, i b I prohibition of
the foreizn slnve-tde, which, by its advosates i this' Came
muon wealth, was imtended and stated to be g deatb-blow 1 alii-
tery, has in fact had 4 tendeney to rotard amneipation in Vie.
giuin and Maryland, by keeping np the value of slwye proparty.
These eemarks wre made, not by way of tannt op injnrioys
reifection, bt 1o shew the ulter futility of the wApeciation tha
slavery and the slave teade will soon cense in the distries and
bemitonies, il belweon the states, throngh & cessation of tha
inslitution in the states where it now existe.  The sicosof the
tiunes jodicats auy thing bot speedy emaneipation by thoss
stutes. So much the mere-important |s & thal we shonld dus
elr duty promptly aod foarlessly, as far as we ciit—tlint whﬁﬁ
we salemunly diselaim all imerferenes or ititention of interforics
wilh the domestin institutions of ny Sale, we Ihﬁﬂlnuth
other hand, upon the pxercise of our eonstitutionsl rights in

® Slaves might be imported from Africn to Niw Urleagis st i';_“ﬁﬂf o

thanss two buisidred dollars. The price of an ulilo-badied alave,
lannie, in nt desst six on eleht hendeod dollars It thus uppears |
Wi o wmmsufivenice in the Unfon, i nearfy so woll protected 1
anliire, | \
The wategin to wikels thim prndlic (s ﬂﬂflf-{'
ROt nnount eannot be asenciiling ﬂ:t!ﬂ' 4
Wb vertain, Lowavar, that i severst of Th
yuars, tho mont gt artiold of éxport, ort, Tl i
whasia, M innbslippl, Alnlinns, mid Ariismns, fie
. 0 MWinshoey i i, 1w el
that i sl livve axpars of Virginia
of dedlirs  wnd all et frwign wxpuris foll
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furtherance of the cause of justice and humanity, upon the do-
main which we hold as citizens of the Union.

Guided by the views thus briefly and imperfectly expressed,
and believing that this Commeonwealth should never be back-
ward in manifesting by word or deed, her unshaken adherence |
to the great principles of human liberty, your Committee report .
the snnexed resolves.

All which is respectfully submitted.
For the Commiittee.
GEOQ. T. DAVIS, Chairman. .
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Commontueaity of i‘ﬁiﬁ;ﬁﬂﬂmﬁfﬁ;gﬁj
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In the Yesr One Thiousand Eight ]i!.lﬂ_d:i:_eé!'i_[- S.u-ﬂ_ Fﬂrtj'-'

—

RESOLVES

Relating to Slavery and the Slave deﬂ,mﬂ E;!_,ﬁu_.nﬂmimﬁ:{n.-hf
new States-into the Union,

Whereas, domestic slavery exists in the Distriet of Colnm-
bis, under r.he BXiress uulhun{f of Congress - mhmh1 nt ffm'

nipIm of justice, and have a tendoney to uﬂ'r'mph h
Betin, rmd to lﬂWEl' the chameter of the ‘whnlu puuplu

interest, either bﬂfﬂrﬂ i:‘ml bF i the eyes n#' mer, iy 1
tabilishing of justice, and -trnngthuniuﬂ r,hhﬁhll’rf L
ﬂﬂhhﬂ |I'I.‘IIHH' § und whwr, nlnmrr‘ ﬁ"

whﬂﬁty, . in the right of e Common
nﬁg.m wmﬂr-m ugﬂ;m #ig*ch' '.
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And whereas, by the Constitution of the United States, Con-
gress has the power to regulate commerce with foreign nations,
and between the several States of the Union, in the exercise of
which power, Congress in the year 1508 abelished the foreign
slave trade : and whersas, a domestic siave trade, as unjustifia-
ble in principie ns the African slave trade, and scarcely less
croel mud inhuman in pmchce, 15 now carnied on between the
several States : therefore

Resolved, That the domestic siave trade ought to be abolish-
ed by Congress, without delay.

Resolved, That no new State ought to be admitted III‘I#“F
Unicn, whose constitation shall tolerate Mﬂ!ﬁf

Resoleed, "That our Semators in Congress be i a
our Represantatives requested, to s their utmost e
effoct to the foregoing Resolves.

Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be requested
to forwusd a copy of these Resolves 1o each Hﬁ'r ”*--'
mmmﬁumwm
the Governors of the severul States, to be ur .
their respoctive Legislatores.
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