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conmontwealth of Massachusells.

Couxcit CaamBER, February 11, 1843.

In compliance with the request of the Honse, I herewith

transmit to them copies of all * the papers now on file in the
Executive Department, written since the year 1534, tonching

the recovery of citizens of Massachusetts unlawfully imprisoned
in any of the southern States.”
Copies of the *“ Resolves relating to the imprisonment of citi-
zens of this Commonwealth iu other States,” app:ured Ma
3, 1842, were “duly transmitied to the governors nf ﬂ:m J¢
States, 1o be communicated to the _' _ i
]dﬂ not ﬁ.ﬂd ﬂ.ﬂ thﬂ .ﬁl%?" ._-.%i.n_ ’ ! AR T

evidence that any glhq:w
ﬁhlﬂ, Illﬂﬂ I'.h_p.fpu.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSE 'S
CouUNCIL 'l.‘-.iT.L'HITl!I., I;ﬁl‘l‘ﬂﬂ'. Lt | I“fﬁ_

, 1835,

o His Excellency, the Governor of North Carolina :

=i, —1 have the honor herewith to transmit 1o your exeel,
lency certified copies of sundry papers, which have bean plaeed
in my hands, from which it appears that Mary Smith, 5 fres
eitizon of Mnssaehuselts, having been shipwreckod neag Ocry.
cock bar, in North Caroling, is now detained in o state of sla.
very in that neighborhood. "The facts of the case are not nay-
rated as much in detail as conld be wished: a circurmstanes
unavoidably oceasioned by the condition of the unfortunats
woman, and the extreme difficulty of opening any commumies-
tion with her. But the credibility of those from whom the
testimony proceeds, is well ascertained, and is, in my Judgment,
entitled to full confidence, ok
The ease will unquestionably appear to your excelleney to
be one of the deepest interest. My attention has been parfien-
larly called to it, with an earnest request that I would address
you on the subject. This I do in the full persuasion, th: ,i—-'
will take such steps as may be within your competency, 10
effect the restoration of the unfortunate person to IW -
Her friends are distant from the place of her :Ia'lﬂ_" 1, des-
titute of pecuniary means, and ignorant of the ste]
might be 1ken before the legal tribunals of North Cal
a case of this kind. They have accordingly desired m
mit the papers to your excellency; and they plac
reliance in your good offices, to be qmylﬂ?ﬂ i

~ l'am confident you will unite with me in ¢
8 caso can scarcely bo imagined more




r 4

USE—No. 35.
1843.] HOUSE—

a condition of perpetual bond
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this communication & publicity, which might strongly

age, in the peculiarly disastrous

ing 1w .
tend to deleat ils objoct.

I e the honor ta be,

With high respect,

Your excelloney’s obedient servant,

EDWARD EVERETT.

Ponrsmovra, Districr or Ocracocx, N. C., /
April 29, 1836.
T His Excellency Edward Everett,

(Forernar of Mussachusells ;

Sie—1 have received a letter from his excellency Richard D,
Spaight, Governor of this State, enclosing me a capy of a com-
munication from your excellency, under date of the 224 Feb-
m lal::,l :3 ::gl:d lﬂfl ﬂulq:.-rr:d [emale by the name of Mary
i ﬁ#& ey detained in this neighborhood as a slave,
o P CBML away on her passage from New Orleans lo

New Yo : ;hﬂiﬂll am ncquainted with the circumstances

"@,&HIEW different from the manner in
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this case, bosides— Mr. Pike coucluded to detsin hey i
could get some information from Boston, where, sl e
was born, or from New Oyleans. Mr. Thomas F uht-t.“..
lector of Washington, in this State, wos here ag the 1

offered to write himsell on the subjeet, which be did,
from Boston got an auswer from the post-master of that Ph,
I believe, stating he hind made, and caused to be IIII-[’-I!, Partie.
ular inquiry abont this woman, but no information cotld be
had, and the persons she hersell referred to, were not 15 be
found ; 1 have not heard whether any information was procur.
ed from New OUrleans or not.

The woman never was held by Mr. Pike or any other per-
son here, as a slave. The character of that gentleman would
forbid even the most remote idea of such a thing; he is wel)
known in Boston, New York, and other northern cities and
towns, as a merchant of the best standing, and agent for many
of the insurance companies. 1 presume, as | have understood
lately she has gone to the north, that Mr. Pike, not having
heard any thing satisfactory, either one way or the other, had
suffered her to go where she pleased. 1 have no hesitation in
stating this account has been altogether misrepresented, and
Mr. Pike will make it appear so to the satisfaction of your ex-

cellency and the public generally, )

L

I 'have the honor to be very respectiully,
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1840
; { me, hio should find her the
i sion, as Capt. Pike informe .
:.ﬂllan::mm | I1n::r- pesided ar this ploce for nearly four yenrs,

ort. and can say, withont fearing contradie-
L]

'« charncter, where he is known, stands na
¢ this, immedintely

as collector of tis |
tion, that Capt. Mk
finir ax any man's; but i o community Lk
on the seaboard, and generally ignorant, persons are very liable
to bo slanderod and have their encmies—Capt. Pike has, -
wnately, by doing his duty ns a magisirate, and endeavoring
to prevent the peaco of the comminity from belng contantly
disturbed by dronkenness and quarrelling, ineurred  the dis
pleasure of many — this has no doubt led to the falsehood
against him in the ease of the colored person named above.

Respectinlly,

= BROWN,

Couxen. Coamnien, dth May, 1836

To His Ercellency Ricuaro 1), Spaeur,
Glavernor of the State of North Caroline :

EI-;—I[‘I':BI]M honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
L SEesanhy-e conut

munication of the 26th ultimo, informing me
ol the transy of the first number of Deverenx and Bat-
Lyt » laws passed at the last session of the Le-

.'; thmu copies of ecach work. A
have already come to hand, and the
Aot  be received with great satis-

ot
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Fllltﬂh Thl‘l‘[‘ copies ol the vl e ﬂfllllﬂh‘ling th
Statutes of this Commonwealth, wore despatelied 1.:
dl"ﬂ_-ﬁ!l bafore the recad pt il § OiLF !:xﬂﬂ'llq'un}r‘p Il!'lll"r.
On the 22d of Febroary, | had the honor of ndd ressi

lf!l' I"1 your exeellency, accompanied by sundry liut.:umg s
ting forth the onfortunate ease of a fres woman, p n“_uiﬂ-
this State, alleged to be held in slavery in North ';L:urnli o
respectiully invoking your interference, as far s it m':;;n‘
exerted, to procure her liberation. The great anxiety fulg be
her friends, leads to frequent inquiries as 1o the sticcess of
application : and it wonld be highly gratifying to me Inﬁl;:
able to inform them that it had received your EIMII
favarable consideration. Sacys

Your g4

I have the honor to be, with high respect,

Your excellency’s obedient servant,

EDWARD EVERETT.

Execurive DerarTaesT; N. U.h } -
Raleigh, May 6, 1836.

|“F-I

To His Execelloncy the Governor of Massachusetls: :_‘
=T

Sie,—Your communication reached this place during my

the State, from which I did not return before the secont
month. Having no power to interfere in the case
latto woman Mary Smith, brought to my notice b
it belonging entirely to the judicial tribunals of
the matter would have been adjudicated, h

ocure information,
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vessel bringing Mary Smith from New Urleans, was wrecked
near Beaufort, and not at or near Oéracock ; she, on her way
:nu:l'lhtl"lll'{”}" with the master, went to Oerncock, where sha
was arrested upon the suspicion of her being a slave, by Capt.
Pike, who is an acting magistrate.  She could exhibit no free
papers, nor other evidence of her freedom, and was accordingly
detained. A letter was written to the postmaster at Hoston,
who, in reply to the questions asked, stated he could obtain no
information, nor were the persons referred to to be found.
Capt. Pike is stated to be o man of correct and moral depori-
ment, an active magisirate, and man of bosiness: known ns
such in Boston, New York, and other places: and acts as the
agent of several insurance offices.

The gentieman to whom I wrote happened to have informa-
tion of the cireumstances under which the woman was arrested
and detained, and of the means which Capt. Pike took to pro-
cure information of her true situation and eharacter,  The gen-
tleman informs me, that, knowing the character of Capt. Pike
--—H:mthn was above all suspicion of trying to run her off, he
£ hil:n the copy of your letter to me. Capt. Pike, the

ﬂﬂmMWﬂliﬁnﬁ the woman to Boston by the first
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Execvrive Derazraesy
Bostos, 24th Oet., 1539, ‘g.

Sz —1 have received your letter of the 1lth of
acquainting me with the reason for declining an unconditiong|
compliance with the executive requisition, for the surrender of
Wilkinson and Shearer, charged with the erime of kidna
and informing me that you have directed the sherifl of Fuﬁl,.
ricksburg, in the event of their acquitial or discharge. by fhe
tribunal before which they now stand indicted, for an offenss
against the laws of Virginia, 1o surrender them 1o Mr. lreny
Ph:l]:ps the agent of this Commonwealth, or to retain them in
custody till further order. #

I beg leave to suggest for your consideration, inasmoch s it
is undersiood not to be cerrain that evidence can be hﬂlﬁtﬂ" '
commission of a crime in Virginia, and there is IIHHM it
ample evidence exists of its perpetration, in its most aggr _
form, in this State, whether it might not be erpnd,i:nt J
prosecuting officer of Virginia, to enter a nol pros. in €
their more speedy trial within the jurisdiction Iﬁlﬂ
napping took place.

I understand from Col. Phillips, that, after his
ginia, an action was brought on a note ‘of hand *
son, with a view po doubt to bring his case within tf
of the 7ih section of the law of Virginia, passed 28
1819, Such a process, it is believed, wounld I!Iﬂ
within the letter of the Tth section of the law; | $
otherwise, it would no doubt be deemed b y 1 e ex
Virginia worthy of grave consideration, whether &

..




1843.] HOUSE—No. 35. 0

I am informed by Clol. Phillips, that Wilkinson and Shearer
are confined in a prison, stated by the jnilr:t.- to be S0 insecure,

that a guard is necessary for the safe-keeping of its inmates,
On the representation of the jailer, that he had 1o nnl'llmrlit}' 1o
employ a guard at the public expense, and that if le did it, the
expense would not probably be allowed, Col. Phillips ““1“'?5_“-"]
him to employ a suitable guard, and promised to be responsible
for the expense, which 1 believe was to be one dollar per diem.
It will readily oceur to you, that, under these cireumstances,
escape from prison can only be preyented by unusual vigilance.

The extreme atrocity of the crime which has been committed,
and the just excitement which it has created, in this commu-
nity, will, I am sure, be deemed by you to acconnt sufficiently,
for the interest here shown, to secure the trial of the persons
charged with the offence. Great satisfaction has been felt here
at the promptuess of the authorities in Virginia, in giving infor-
mation of the arrest of the kidnappers, and entire confidence is
felt, that no proper steps will be omitted by her government, to
secure their being effectually bronght to justice.

Whenever information shall be received, that the persons
sbove-named, or any others included in the executive requisi-
mh-nf ﬂ!EJE;lhmm_, will be surrendered on demand, an au-
i wﬁnﬂﬁﬂiﬂ be dispatched to receive them.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSAUHUSETTS

ExgcuTive DErarTvesy
Boston, 25th Oet,, 1!m i

Sim.— You may remember that on the 20 M
ed an official letter from you 1o Mr. HIE‘?EIt::i,1:;|':- ;“1‘
minister in London, in favor of the Rev. Mr. Felt, whom ¢
was ""..n proposed 1o send 1o England as an agent 1o ﬂhl:
copies from the public officers of Great Britain, of official dee.
uments pertaining to the history of Massachusetts, Thas de
sign has, for the present, been suspended, in the belief thay e
most important partof the documents can more conveniently be
obtained in another way. No use has been made of the leter
to Mr. Stevenson, which you were good enough, atmy request
to forward to Mr. Felt.

The most important portion of the documents which we
desire to obtain, are the public records of the couneil of Massa.
chusetts, from the year 1765 to 1775 inclusive. 1 18 supposed
that these very valuable documents fell into the hands of some
officer under the command of General Gage, in the early period :
of the war of the Revolution, and wereby him sent iﬂm'ﬁ:‘-
In this case, they would be brought within the provisions. ?
the Tth article of the treaty of 1783, which stipulates that s
¢ Britannic Majesty shall order all archives, reﬁnlﬂl.ﬂ@
papers belonging to any of the said States oF

which in the course of the war may have fallen into the!
of his officers, to be forthwith restored and ﬁﬂ - |
proper States and persons to whom they belong”

It may be proper to state, that the nhﬂllr-ﬂﬂf‘ -

from our archives, though known, has been P
for the first time, of late, in consequence '-"'I Ly
nation and arrangement of the public Jocun
This circumstance will account for he fa
recover them is now first made. The ¢
government to comply with the stipula
posing these records to have fatien £HE
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rfully ascribed to the fact, that l;he?r may hmrﬂ_n been con-
:E:Iaml n::ung the mass of the papers in the public offices at

London—where it was not to be expected that a search should
be instituted for that for which no application had been made.

[ have now to request that you would be pleased to instruct
the minister of the United States at London, to make applica-
tion in due form, for the restoration of the records above speci-
fied, agreeably to the Tth article of the treaty of 1753, should
they be found to be in the possession of her majesty’s govern-

ment.
1 have the honor to be, Sir,

With great respect,
Your ob't serv’t,

EDWARD EVERETT.

Hon. Joux ForsyTs,

Secretary of State.




