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commontoealthy of PAassachusetis.

The Joint Special Committee of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of Massachusetts, to whom was
referred the petition of George Latimer and more than sixty-
five thousand citizens of Massachusetts, also the Message of
his excellency the Governor, communicating a copy of all the
correspondence between the governor or authorities of the
State of Virginia and the Executive Department of this Com-
monwealth, touching the case of George Latimer, ask leave to

REPORT.
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other Siates of the Union, as miy have the offog of P
separating the people of Massachusolls irom all Enﬁ“uiﬂh “

slavery. . - .
h-r:Pl:.,‘ slfoct tho "-Inliﬂ'l'l ‘“l'luch Mn

Those requests o . | | ,
spits bonrs 1o many of the States in this i{"lfm_ 'i'hgT'
;rm---lh which shonld not be lightly asked or inconsiderggg)

upon. ['he form of government F.‘-"illilhli.ﬁimlr] by the Sttty
af the United Stales has now been I.“_ Sm:tﬂ.shr“l Operatioy
tian half a century, and no propositions of the kind g,
are helieved to have been ever hm.“m brought fﬂl"'#nrd'nr
largc a number of persons, for serious l:-t}nsif]ﬂraﬁml a8 i "
Frr:§e|1: instanee,  The first impression upon the mind g5
citizen would naturally be that no change of the System, whip
has thus far worked favorably for the happiness of the
number of the people who live under it, could be expediey And
at least, it must be admitted, that when any such changg iy
proposed, the reasons which can be brought to bear in its farg
shonld be of the strongest kind, before any one shonld ba s,
duced to recommend it. If this remark be true in all mm;i
is most particnlarly so in these where the change proposs s
likely to be regarded with an unfriendly eye by the citizens of
some of the states, who may consider their rights partiliy
impaired thereby. Your committee are strongly impressed by
the force of these considerations. They would be very slow
yield their assent to any proposal not strongly grounded in -
son, or that was urged solely for the purpose of agitating &
exciting and dangerons subject. Yet, on the other hiand,
are not prepared, in an over-earnest anxiety to avoid or 01
the examination of such a subject, to shut their m"‘
eyes to facts which force themselves on their attention,
the evidence which is continually developing E_TEEE,E"-
and more clearness, to prove the necessity of 5115!.&“1’1’_ :
cisive action some of the great principles upon T?-Tr-.., -
of the citizen and the value of all government depe
It cannot and it onght not to be ﬂqﬂﬂ_ﬁﬁh‘fﬂl'
which prompts nearly seventy thousand pe
Present petition, is a feeling of uneasiness t the
whm]_\_tha friends and su pporters ﬁf-.'th:é;""
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[Tnited States, are believed by them to be mak-
doetrines of humat !'rncr!nm. Of all the rea-
sons which they have for so much |1|'|-"'_.+:1:-sllilf.'5!~'l, DAL ﬂ?mT“'
(oo do not fool ealled wpon to treat at ﬂus time nor W'II“ t ey
point out the specific instances in which rcrfiﬂﬂ}ﬂﬂ" FT_'”“'Fi“E_‘
have been grossly vielated in a manner 1o justify ﬂ‘ﬂ"_' fears,
axcepting in so far as they are directly conneeted wqh .lh&
points under consideration. For the sake of greater pcrspmu_l '
and in order to divide the matter proposed by the three points
af the petition, in the way it naturally should take, your com-
mittee will first discuss that branch of the subject which relates
to the prohibition upon all State officers to aid in the arrest of
fugitives from labor; and the refusal of the use of the State
jails for the detention of them. After that question shall have
been disposed of, the propriety of offering amendments to the
constitution of the United States, will remain to be considered
by itsell.

It is only within a very short space of time that the mur-
murs of dissatisfaction which have been long heard against the
abuse of both the exeeutive and the legislative departments of
the ?‘3“'31'“! government to further the interests of the slave-
holding party in the Union, have reached to the third, the most
ﬁ"“l_!? ?Sfﬂblishe&i in the respect of the American community,
the ﬁg’“""}“ S0 long as the arbitrary doctrines, which Ll
e s L)
constant t:hang;a there 1;1:,“ il Eystemwhmh x Tﬂhﬁmeﬁb
betterisysterh, oot e i LR
Pt viass the purifying process of public opinio .
o en the slightest indication of a spread o
Serousotons nto thetribunalsof ustice of the {

slavary in the
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tioners, tho members of the commition feel it indispensably
necessary not only 1o go into @n oxamination of its principles
and eilet in this report, bt to beg of the members of the Geg-
eral Court to examine it for themsclves.  For npon the view
which each porson will take of that decision, must depend the
proprioty o impropriety, in his mind, of adopting the measures
which the committee will ultimately recommend.

Yot before going nto the hriel notice of that case, which
may here be pr:rmiu::ﬂ, they desire unequivoeally to signify the
spirit with which they mean o proceed. They disclaim any
disposition to oppose the constitntion of the United States, or
to resist or deny the binding nature, upon the eitizens of all
the states, of the provisions which it contains. 1'hey do not
seok to instigate any discontent with the jurisdietion of the su-
preme court, organized as that tribunal is, in a perfectly con-
stitutional form ; and deciding questions that come up for its
consideration, as itdoes, in a regular and unexceptionable man-
ner. Whalever may have been the emotions with which they
read the decision in the case in question, there was not mingled
with them a particle of inclination to deny its validity as o
decree. However adverse it seemed, in its spirit and tendencies,
to all the noblest principles at the foundation of a republican
government, such as thatof the United States claims to be, it
was sufficient that. the regularly constituted tribunal had de-
clared sueh to be the law, to secure for it acquiescence on the

part of those states whose rights are most decply affected, and
whose legislation is most extensively annulled by it. It is,
however, one thing not to strive to contend with the authority
of the court, and another to endeavor 1o discover justifiable and
proper modes of remedying, at least in part, the evils which it
has occasioned. Although your committee are in no Sense in-
clined to dispute the powerof the highest tribunal of the Union,
they see no objection to making a calm examination of the rea-
soning which it uses, or to recommending such measures as are
by itself admitted to be within the ability of the State to adopt;
and are calenlated to restrain the dangerous authority which it
assumes. 1 is for the sake of defining what the extent of that
authority is, as well as of ascertaining whether the time hos
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Jfar 10 vago of Edward Prigg.
- “ qul:::].- be as well to give in full the second
sy of the consttution of the United

pstruction of a part of it, that

‘F:]‘.q_li_n L T

And, Orst of &
soction of the fourth article
Sites, beopuse 1t was on the co

the case came up for decision. | i
i The ailizens of cach State ghall be entitled to all pnvllegﬂa

and immunities ol citizens in the several States.
arzed in any State with treason, felony, or other

“ A porson ch ;
orime. who shall fles from justice and be found in another State,
shall, on demand of the executive authority of the State from
which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State hav-

ing jurisdiction of the crime.

“* No person held to service or labor in one State, under the
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any
law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or
labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom
such service or labor may be due.”

Your committee have given the whole of the three clauses of
the section, although the case of Prige has reference only to the
last of them. The reason is, that they will have occasion, in
the course of their report, to allude to each of them in succes-
sion, and it may be convenient to look at them in the connex-
ion. It will be perceived that each clause is in its character
restrictive of State authority. The first prohibits the creation
u:' ?stm‘c_tmus of citizenship in any one Ism_t:ﬂ: which would ex-
e

p may eonfer within R
The second restrains the States from el -k
persons charged with erimes, and fly
State to another. o

Now it is immeﬂiamimi:é o]
the construction of this Jﬂ.ﬂ;c
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of tho word “ elaim " there. What does * alakm " in thi
nexion mean?  Doos it mean simply the nssertion of u :_';I*’fm
A person by a slave-owner 7 or does it ineluda the !l-l-llul' i
STy to show that that assortion is founded iy truntly s TETETS

ir only the first, then the liberty of every frecman % ||Ju. ||I|' ol

of whatever color and eomplexion, is at the morey of any H_T:'I'
who may Jll: IIII:!iL:TIll'I-llIthH,-',|-_-|||-_|;-|g]! to affirm him to be h'ml,_,q.,..,r,;"_
and none ot the provisions of our laws, so carefully m.ar:luc ln
profoch: s fr‘mn arbitrary imprisonment, can avail, I, on the
!:-Iimr hand, it means a demand supported by evidence 1o leﬂt;

it good ; then is it ur ought it to be within the power of the per-
a0 d“mﬂ”ﬂm_i to enjoy lll'!_ﬁﬂmﬂ opportunities of rebutting thay
m'uicrlc.i-, 1.1.'.Im:I| the law gives him in avery other case of dis.
I}““'-:d ‘_"HE"* ! And 111*3* that end he should have the privilege of
immediate redress, if wronged, through the ordinary process of
law, and a trial by twelve of his peers.

This is the fivst and greatest difficulty ; to understand exactly
what the word * elaim® means; and this difficulty the law of the
United States, passed on the 12th of February, 1793, was in-
tended to remove. ‘That law was designed to specify the man-
ner in which persons charged with crimes and fleeing from jus-
tice from one state into another, should be demanded. In other
words, its first application was to be to the second clanse of
the section of the constitution already quoted, but it was also
made to embrace a provision for the recovery of lugitive slaves
on “claim’ made by the master. That provision is in the fol-
lowing words:

“ When a person held to labor in any of the United States or
in either of the territories on the north-west or south of the
river Ohio, under the laws thereof, shall escape into any other
of the said states or territory, the person to whom snch laboror
service may be due, his agent ov attorney, is hereby ﬁmP“f"’*'Ed
to seize or arrest such fugitive from labor, and to take h““_ oF
her before any judge of the circuit or district courts of the Um:i:ﬁ
States, residing or being within the state, or before any i
trate of & county, eity or lowin corporate wherein such Sf"mi.
or arrest shall be made, and upon proof to the ”"Srﬂgﬁt
such judge or magistrate, either by oral testimony or

N Ey.
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taken before ani certl
that the person

terralory, 1

laws of the =iate 00 territory fr-‘-l ng him or her, it shall be
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sorvice or labor to the Pors to give a eertificate thereof

judge or magistrate

whieh shall be sufficient

the duty of such
m labor to the state

' ' attorney
I claimant, his agent or AiTOTIEY,

the said fugitive fro
or she fled.” .
that the Congress of the United

States adopted a middle course in :‘{cﬁning l?ll:: sense :::f the
word “claim’ in the constitution. ‘Lhey admitted that it was
not enough to make a mere demand, and, upon that demand, to
carry away the person demanded into captivity. But; on the
ather Imrn:f‘1 they denied the necessity under it of ﬂlbﬂtfmua_t-
ing the right of property to the same extent that is required in
1]{ ;wﬁin.ar!,' ecaszes of lﬁﬂ[.lllrﬂ at law. ']‘11[':}" Epﬂﬂlﬁ'ﬂd the de-
gree of proof which would be sufficient to establish the claim,
and, setting aside the right of trial by jury, they reposed in the
breast of any federal or state magistrate, even to the justice of the
peace, the power of deciding, without appeal,upon the question of
freodom or slavery for his fellow-men. Neither were they very
severe in rezard to the character of the evidence which might be
adduced to sustain the claim. It may be oral or written. It
may hﬂ only the certified oath of the claimant sworn to before
2 magistrate in the slave territory itself. All that is nwyiﬁ"
sk wias calsinlaw  rimayaiocae, “snchasyupont
Whemulﬁﬂi the 1'3-'111 : Wﬂui‘d Jlfsqu hig commitmentify
man claimed a:“aEEI i ]l.'lSI!lr_".ﬁ.q[' the M ;
ng oL will s plssare aetes I
irrevocabiy 1q hul.'.dp i hw:tﬂ:- 2
Such are the e -
United States. Pﬂﬁﬁﬂgﬁs of tha__e-.n 3
called to o Wh'!_l:l;'l. .thﬂ -T.“-d S
ﬂ_xph‘-"ﬁﬁ AN opinion in the cas
were the c:
required to 2y how far these
Slates to legisiate y
Your commitree uﬂdpun e =l
erstand their 3

fi S :
warrant for remoeving
or territory from which he

By this law it will be seen,
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ah,
. That the federal Bovernment has an o

xclusive g
regulate the mode in which the “ clajy

’ Loty
ol n Mn&tar Ve

fugitive slave shall be made, his
2. Tha Congress of the United States has u]rl'rnrlj.r CXOTCimy
that right in « perfectly constitutiona] AT nor :

through the
ol 1793, already quoted, ' faw

3. All legislation on the part of the ge
rectlyor indirectly limits op restrame the right ”rl"e":ﬂ"-’er}rurﬁ.g,-_
tive slaves on “ claim” as thus defined, is utterly null ang vaid

4. No state ean Pass & law in any way imerl'!:ring with ”“._:
power of summary removal of an individual “ elaimegds ss
fogitive slave from its territory, provided that this PoOWer ba
exercised by the judges of the United Siates courts, hut it is got

obligatory upon any state to sufler its own magistrates to axer.
cise the same power.

Your committee regrel 1o perceive, in this construction of
the constitution, no safeguard whatever for the liberty of
2 cilizen who, though free, may happen to be seized in a
place where he is unknown, on the *claim” of a slave.
owner. The writ of personal replevin, that of kabeas eor-
Pus, and the right of trial by jury, all invaluable privileges
of the citizen, full a dead letter before the combined will
of & careless or unscrupulous magistrate and a crafty kid-
napper. It is to be feared that a decision cannot be well
founded, which, in republican America, shall bring us to su_ch
results as these. It is, nevertheless, very true that in the opin-
ion given by the judges to justify their decision, a Very onpos
site view is taken of it. * Constrie the right of J_eg:us[atmn as
exclusive in Congress,” they say, “and every evil and. Eve":{'
danger vanishes.” Your committee lament the. }:::rcuﬂn
stance that they cannot see the matter in the same lig g

fiirm, that if you
the contrary, they would be more apt to AL Al
construe the right of legislation in the particular specified, 3

iy it may make the gene

be so exclusive in Congress as that i e e
government able, at any moment, to Flastm}tn R
well-recognized principle of h“maﬂf hhe;f-!? :r ory dupgerco ar
state constitutions, then every evil an m:,usaﬂﬂ fold. Your
from wvanishing, must be multiplied a

: dispute the
committee take the liberty, very respectiully, to disp

vernl states which di.
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reasoning whie
in extannabion. that

esult so alarming. The judges say,
i jn the exposition of the |j"“r“"m of the
lor examination, the court limits itsell to those
consiitation MG B8 ropriately and exclusively belong 1o
aonsiderations 1.-.-f1n]~i11‘.1£'£:‘1ri'"]H-m_ interpretation of a more
S8 L":l:d 1::.1i-n: i [lence the safest rule of inter-
; S to look to the nature and ohject of
the particular powers, duties and rights, with all the lights and
aids of contemporary history ; and to give to the words ?1_ each
just such operation and force consistent with their legitimate
meaning, as may fairly sceure and attain the ends proposed.™
P.g_-hnpglhis view may be the just one; bat it is not the one
which is most favorable to the preservation of the spirit of
our free institutions. Your committee cannot help thinking
that, in the interpretation of any one or of all the separate por-
tions of that instrument, a general idea of the spirit in which
it was conceived and the high purposes it was designed tp fulfil,
should be uniformly observed to predominate. And to this end
|[‘r'.~= usetul to hold in constant remembrance the strong words
of the preamble, which furnish a tolerable clue to the intent, if
*_:tur:h a clue were not every whore to be found in the instriment
isell.  That preamble declares— =,

" We, the People of the United States, in order to' form &

L] % - L " [ " ' T

e, i i s Gt

¥ n defence, promote the general wel-

h leadstoar

general pature. "
—rotation, aiter all, will be
}'IIH Ao,

ﬁ:uf:_. and secure the Me.mingﬂ of Liberty to ourselves and o

ed, :
Wﬂﬂrii:; tﬁ;ﬁn should, ﬂ“’“: be eternally i’:ep I
ol 1ts sp B 5
m ! parate pr s
A be admived g5 the same _rt};ﬂu:?l?ﬁj
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ACERTY I if consonant with the jorpedes derlared in S —
»Hhm b# interpeviesd in itn et lersl e . wnel g
‘the cthes hand, wherrver a prragraph gecums which s ped -
Boison with the main desen, ihat the WrAREL of it shemid Ny

‘restrained, 3 far as posible, 1o the preciss Parpowrs it was
tended to wrree

The great chpeetion which your committes have s mals W
the decision of the court, in this instance. is that the rule of e
tisn here pointed outl has been overlooked or drrres pieed
Hence the confined view taken of one particular clamse of the
Constitation, unfavorable 1o the principles of liberty, is made
nol simply to conflict with the constroction of all the othey
clanses in it which secure 1o the people the blessings it oughe
o confer, but in it practical effect, to nde over them all K
overtums. also, the great barriers in the deelaration of rights of
many of the separate Srates, which protect the citizen and
guarantee his personal safety. And; above all. it procisims
the world the startling truth, that the continoance of
0 the siave i of more worth to the mind of Americans than
the continmance of liberiy 1o the freemsn. For the guestion
which your commitiee are now to consider. is mot smply
whether a slave shall be recovered afier his escape from his
master ipio termtories where slavery s not recosnized, but
whether a freeman shall be ensiaved, beyond the possibility of
escape, at the mere volition of 2 town or county magistrate. |k
is the danger of the freeman which calls for the most aftentive
consideration. The execution of the clanse of the constitntina
for the delivery of siaves, would not, perhaps be a legitimate
gromnd for Sizte interference, or Siate discussion. if it did net
50 happen that it was Hable to overstep its appropriate sphere,
and deprive a class of men of certain rights, in the enjoyment
of which it'is the bounden duty of the State 1o protect them.
Supposing. for example, that a colored man,_ = citizen of Mas-
sachusetts, shonld leave his home where he is known, o g0 10
a distant place in pursait of work. Supposing th_t.iui.ig
kidnapper should have traced his progress and, in an naguani-
ed hour, should seize him and make cath tefore a ilnﬁi'.j o

L. AP
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the only support which a

and thosao secured by the
the mercy of the magis-
|z pn-jmlim_-ii, and uu‘l impn_ss'thh.r mightl h;
sarrupl sst mugistrate is only ra:;lmm
:.;"1 'l.ﬂF that n garimda faein case, L 5mllh 5 quml 'u:qui; ::::;_i
warcant wonld justily o man's commitment lor t_rm 3 1

before he is authorized to proceed Lo sgnlunm him to & ?varg
without appeal.  The burden of proof is completely tn;t_lns erre
from the party elaiming the man os property !::'.- the pf.lrt}r
struggling to be free.  Thus the maost fully established prinei-

ple in the governmenis of the United and the several States,

that o man is presumed to be free until be is proved to be otlfer-
wiso, 1s EE‘ITII[I]'ETEi}' g\rgrt[]rn&ﬂ.’ |:It1.|"EI'i in the rIEE!'EthEF and the
contrary is assumed, to wit, that some men shall be presumed
to e slaves unless they shall, at all times, be prepared ineon-
testably to prove their freedom.

Has it indeed come to this, that after centuries of contest be-
tween the principles of absolutism and of liberty, no farther pro-
oress should have been made in establishing them in republican
Amerien, on immutable foundations, than such a doctrine would
betoken?  “T'he old English eommon law goes very far beyond
this. That law, from which we derive most of our impres-
sions af civil liberty, distinetly condemns every invasion, direct
or indirect, upon the freedom of the individual. ,W-h'ﬁ;_ﬁﬁﬁ
Judge Blackstone on this point ? j L-.'-.';"_'._" 4

O great fm!’-‘ﬂ'l'l:mce to the Puhllﬂlﬁ thﬂ: £ g e e
personal liberty : for il onee it were left i
the 1-1'$!IH:-51 magistrate, to imprison arbitraril
::f ;:Zﬂ:r?wtlmught proper; (as in Fmﬁ‘%ﬁm ;

nd i 1) there would soon be an end
o e, Some v G
are less {]ﬂn;liml::w i .m the srblmtiplis
BT 10 _.tt{au_ﬂgn}mm =
It personal hbm-ly.,; o th

ok of another for

to the consiruction now contended

o strika from ander lim
commaon lnw rights
o wonld ba at

be at oneo i
froemnn has, (ho
St constitntiot.

trate, who miglht
Mt even the most hoi
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between fres

one high magistrate, but in cvery magistrate, hi
whether of city, town or county, in evory State of
States.  If this be SCcurity agninst tyranny, Yolir con
nt a loss to know what constitintes the differencn
and a :!1*5;111“11 Eovernimont. |
The complaint made against the decision of the o
court, shonld be siated distinetly., 1t is that, in ﬂr]jl:lflii:ﬂliﬂ-
the right of recovery of fugitive slaves, they have endag,.
gered the rights of freemen, and diminished their secure enjoy.
ment of the blessings of liberty. If it be impossible 1 Prevent
an individual in a State from resorting to the process :in-g:“m.
in a wrongful manuer, against any person whom he shal| think
fit to claim as his slave : then it follows, that the barriers which
have been considered as obstructing every attack Upon persona|
liberty, are actually thrown down, Was it the intention of the
framers of (he constitution, that one little clause, admitted by
way of compromise with the upholders of slavery, should thus
be made omnipotent against {reedom ? Surely not. Neither
would the temper of the people of that day, just emerging from
the contest of the revolution, have submitted to the construction
a moment. It was not enough for them that the privilege of
the habeas corpus was expressly secured to them in the body of
the instrument: it was not enongh for them that the preamble
assured them that the objeet was * to secure to them and l..i':E:ir
posterity the blessings of liberty.” It was not enongh that jury
trials should be secured to them in cases of crime uul;r.',—lha}'
incorporated into amendments the great princi ples which they
felt ought to be acknowledged beyond the reach of equivocation.
Those amendments, all of them, have more or less reference to
the liberty of the individual citizen, and are dﬂSlgFEd lo s:;ctl;:
it. Take for example the fourth, the fifth, the sixth, an
seventh. +
4. *“The right of the people to be sccurein their }T:;Sﬂfi
houses, papers and eflects, against unreasonable ]ﬁﬁsﬂue o
seizures, shall not be vielated; and no warrants shall } i
ted by oath or affirmation;
upon probable cause, suppor y -3 and this geteons
particularly describing the place to be searched, |

or things to be seized.”

-
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Jqd to answer for n cn]:filn! ar other-
i antment or indictment of
the land or naval forces,

; in time of war or
Ll nﬂ:._-rsnn be subject for the same
I v of life or limb; nor shall I:u:
\ be @ witness against himself;
serty, without due process
be taken for public use,
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' all 1
= 1 No porson sh .
" | mie, nnless, on & pres

whem 1 ||1||||||_["u i'rl oA L:
wisa in - ases arising in

+ sl | :
i EI.:IIIIF _‘I”r}. P."Hl]f 1n-ll E{“'T\I]Eu‘l

ar m the pd i, .
public danger; NoT .'-=Im.II any
offence to bo W e |_"", i jeopar t
compelled, in any l':I‘]fl':IH_Eﬂ case, o be
nor be deprived of hife, lilerty, or proj
of law: nor shall pri'rnu-.l Property

without just compensation.- . _
6. “In all eriminal proseculions, the accused shall enjoy the right

to @ speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury l.':lf 1he-5.l?.1ﬂ
aud district wherein the erime shall have been committed. which
distriet shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to
be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be
confronted with the witnesses agﬂinsi him; to have cumpulsnr?
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor: and to have the
assistance of connsel for his defence.”™

7. ““In suits at common law, where the value in controversy
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be
preserved ; and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-
examined in any court of the United States, than according to
the rules of the common law.”

If 2 man claimed by another as his slave, escaped from bond-
age, were to be considered a criminal, he would be entitled by
it st shone s o bl il

¥, 1 were regarded as a mere piece of property

ﬁ'.ﬂ'l]"n'E the yvalue of l":'..l'En'[}r dﬂ]]ﬂ.l’ﬁ-r still. .h'? thﬂﬂﬂmﬂix : - -

ment, the fact of ow : ' g

Jury.  In point of fact, however, he is il Ao
ot e e e ol i

second section of

nership would require the judg

any single magistrag i e 7 Eﬂﬂ'uh .
who i easure
to select and make ﬁ:e A ..PI i
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I'he grioat obpotion o the decision of thi MUPrEme en
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:!::2;1 Iqll:!”in'lrrlj,? i: ::':HI-'I: |:||Ill'-r'Ijllr:iﬂr;flrl:::;“:..[l‘l1:—:.::1::" ‘:l.:'ht:lrhr." o the
Ly Z|I|I|.."i[ be made the mstitution to he ”'”‘“Hr;ml '“:::'- ;llu‘l'lu.
eost of all the safegunrds to libarty.,  The consequinen Er_‘“ﬂ:'m
l!l[tl b‘l:lwrrlj.' and _iEH doctrines furnish the standard of q:ntm,":F
unn.“.'nml |I:|1Iurly' 15 made the E?.‘-:f:!‘:pl!iml instead of the mje, 'I"h:
LS IRUSE D, S VOUR cOomimiiiies ] : .
case where a .:ln:m- brings Imﬁ:r; ]:Iln:"l.!:;::?:HTI:”:;I:;:‘::"T
whom he avers to belong m_him as a siave, that r::t:'L1_:1_'i.'l-ll‘n.lr_-_u::;1
the absence of all other testimony, is bound to believe his state.
ment true.  He must give the eertificate which consigns him
to slavery, unless the unfortunate person seized can distineily
prove his freedom.  In what a dreadful position this doctrins
places all the individuals who have a shade of color in theis

skins, throughout the free states, must be instantly peresived,

They have no security, when absent from their own homes, for

an instant, against the arts of the wily kidnapper. On this point

the opinion of the court goes so far as to say, * that the owner
of a slave has a right vested in him to seize and re-capiure his
slave in every state of the Union, whenever he can do it with-
out any breach of the peace or illegal violence,” withont the
intervention of any forms of law whatever. The chiel justice,
in his separate opinion, confirms this view, and says that the
very simple form required by the United States of going before
amagistrate, is wholly unnecessary. * No certificate or warrant
is needed, if the person seized goes peaceably, and whoever re=
sists or obstructs the claimant is a wrong-doer.”™ Inother words,
the chief justice construes the word “claim,” in the second
section, fourth article, to mean the mere assertion of a right;
and living, as he dees, on the very confines of slavery, he se
no difficalty in the way of a construction which shall cover &
quict seizure of any free colored man whe may happen tn liﬂf
on the Pennsylvania border, whenever it shall be 1 mﬁ;ﬂ’#
of a Maryland kidnapper to catch him absent from home with=
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construction of
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Aiieh caused the pas
The very coase W liich o

dangor. ~an adapting o different s
tnited States, of 1753, naopRiESerai y
”PEIJHHJ'FL”E&I” hat of the cluel J“EHREIFIU‘EH It 18

the word "l!l[l'i.lllll- ::ﬂ.,l-:.l |I..|u: ago a in the year 1?55,"1{:]:!1, i
“ ;LPIIFI”T I I-'“'llL\'lr'.'lhh.illu-turjl_ in the County of W “51‘":'5'
I“E:--.: lih of |’l1l|!|-1ﬁj.'|‘.':llli:tr wits seized and carried
o white men,  He was sold, and be-
lifo of NicholasCasey, residing near F.c-mneg._',
of the Potomae, in that state. The aboli-
Ivania, having become aware of the fact,
indietment as criminals

s
frioe negro, resi
gon and Comomanw
awny into '|-'in_:i.|tin by thri
eame the slave lor
on the south branch
tion socicty of Pennsy
(it these three white men, then under entas erimina
ander the laws of Pennsylvania, had taken retuge in Yirginia,

applied to their Governor Mifflin to demand of the Governor of
Virginia those persons as fugitives [rom justice, under the ?EC-
and elause of the seetion in the constitution, just at that time
soing into operation, which we have- been considering. Ciow-
ernor Miflin aceordingly made the demand.  But he was refosed
by the Governor of Virginia, on the ground that the constitn-
tion liad net provided the means by which the provision respect-
ing the surrender of persons flying from justice could be carried
into effect. Thus it was that the want of a supplementary law
was made th:n plea under which kidnappers of a free I]Egrﬂ
were saved from punishment. He and his posterity 1.3;_':'&1:;.{:;_:::._6111-.- _
tl_Emnﬂd to bondage, apd the perpetrators of one thh%‘néﬂét
high-handed erimes that ean be committed f-:gainat,.,a “, I -

Ing were protected becouse the attorney general of Vi 51'}5-

Hot quite convineed that it ought to be called a erime,
d_;nd II!n_s s but a part of (he pieture, In uunﬂet_ﬂ; |
i rI;-. [u::nlty i the eonstruction of an impn'rt.ﬂ.m: pal;&
Constittion whieh had fail ish e
i | alled to punish men
“:;.H;JE 4 freeman, Governop Mifflin E_l.l.bl.'lfl'.i.%
A sington all the facts i the case, and he,
1em to Uongress, 1 R
{0 + T'he res introdu,
which did indeed Proviy Wt was.-the ko

complained of, but i
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clansa ilh‘_m:linf.; the manner of recovering n slave. 1t is
Wﬂ-lcnmu_ idoa 1o recaivo, but your cammittes foar that 'M,::l un-
F}b!ljn'r'lllml of the history of the countey will show jt :::‘:!
just, I..Tlnl avon tho best legisiation has not beon saflered 1o "
on withont somoe 1m:nm'm_':uu:n or other which the tpholdery of
domestie H]:l'\.’.-lr!,' |l.'l.:|.'u .-:l:r11l|.rnn to impose in order that thay mighy
th Hu.m-. t:url:n_m!!r fasten Ill upon the states which do noy, '-\‘iIh
in their own limits, sanction that institution. "Che law of Whicl-]
we are now treating, furnishes a prominent example of e
truth of this remark. The original recommendation of Pres.
dem.“’m:h{r:gtml related’ solely to the subject of recovery of
::rjmmu[ﬁ flying from one State into another. It had grown ag
of an unpunished offence against the liberty of a freeman, The
end E.mpmam] was (o prf:mm a repetition of a similar accident
But the law did not go from the two houses of Congress without
an appendage of a clause of wholly different intent.  The friends
of slavery could not consent to facilitate the surrender of men
guilty of enslaving their fellows without having a guid pro gii
in a provision for the more effectual recovery, without theinter-
vention of the ordinary forms of law, of their own cscaping
slaves. The passage of one clause was made to hang upon the
success of the other, and thus the fair fruit of our legislation in
one case was made to envelop the bitter ashes of the other. It
is needless to add, that this compromise, like every other which
has been made upon the same subject, has tnrned exclusively
10 the benefit of the slaveholders. And even that very part of
the law which was gained upon the representation of Governor
Mifflin to secure the surrender of fugitive criminals, 15 now cof-
Jverted, by the ingenuity of slaveholding affidavit-makers, i
a new engine for the recovery of their slaves. The application
10 His Bxcellency Governor Davis, by the acting Governor @
Virginia, backed by the affidavit of James B. {"‘f"-"-' f“" the sur-
render of George Latimer, as a fugitive from  Justice, Ll
alleged to have been the latter person’s slave, is m*mmm::
polnt to which your committee will prESfElﬂ_l}" mlﬂid“‘“:h
large. 1f such a eonstruction of the consutution ok Itﬂ:;ﬂﬂ 10
established ns would justify the surrender of F‘Emnﬂ:h the
be slaves by the executive of & free_stato on. the 03T
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MASLOT, I governor of the state 1 W ; 1 4
pramrlediy s o lence of their guili, then it would nee

fecisivoe oY : ald
ps, ns the o tuiro the change ol ﬂI.I'Erntl.m!slht'-ll Wi

The fugitive slave would
public sympathy with his invaluntary
, every case where he aonld br." traced,
| & power, mll‘ntl into the
:‘fl:r'.:lt mulefactors escaping from justice, 1.11.:11‘|}sl ::n;:::::?:
bo deprived of the rights of ﬁ_uﬁm:r COrpHIS and o [ J:::ry L
greater eertainty and less odium, than if he had been claime

as a fugitive slave by the master alone. h |
Vour commitiee will now return: o the case of Prigg against

the State of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of showing how
it has left the citizens of the free States

sicl )
little foresight 16 conj
immediately ta e pla
b hlf|i1]|ﬂr al-all the
condition, and wanld, in :
e by the invocation ol ke st

- 101 LHE goiith.

utterly unprotected :
aeainst violations of their personal liberty. The law of Penn-

sylvania, which was ndjudicated upon and declared inconsist-
ent with the United States constitution, and therefore null and
void, was a law passed by the Legislature of that State, in the
vear 1526, It was passed at the instance and solicitation of
commissioners, appointed by the constituted authorities of the
neighboring State of Maryland, for the purpose of more tho-
ronzhly seeuring the recovery of slaves flving across the horder
which divides the slave and the free State. lits main design
was Lo [urnish an ensy and speedy mode of restoration of such
s!m-{r_':, although not a summary one, nor one selting aside every
ng.hl which would acerue, in all ather cases, -Evé:ﬁ%lﬁe-ih'ﬁi" 2=
eriminal. The ovly condition required was the proper
that the fact of bondage should be distinetly proved: bafo;
e e e
of onr law W% m:li-]'l.tﬂ"ll “dﬂThEl‘ "-‘-"'“rdﬂr "‘.EE;n.l_;g:i!n
free, until the f - ’lEmt = HIHH."EI'IITI;!:!&,:,_I!
? aels proved him to be o slave,
these clanses e P o .
law, in the EiiEEﬂiSE 'L'[r.. : d?d S0 happen tha
3 O 4 wise precaution, ins

o guard against (e .
pml_'lﬂhlﬂ- E.h- ot i =
E-]l.'ll."ﬂ!hu[dersr lor the nse of Ihéﬂ-

Wally free.  The gy
3

I
=

purpose of kidnapping
eof the hw..wm:ui%g o
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the provisions of the Constitution of the United Sintes, rila

o fogitives from Inbor, for the profection aof fres preaple -1! ;
and . prevest Lidpapping.''  And 5o {ar as your “"Flllllillg.;

can peregive, it did very strictly mark out the precise ling con.
femplated in tho constitution of the United Siates, hetweoy the
coneession mnda o slnvery in one part of the instrument, ang
the preservation of tho groat principles. which eharnotgig,
plmosi eVvery allier part. T ha penalties '““'[H"u-ql [.3. it Upon
steh persons us might, under the pretence af recovering E“Eli'
tive slaves, come into the State and antempt to make use of
its provisions to enslave the free; were not too heavy nor fijg.
dj.;-inu:ci}' I'l'l'l“:-l.'T'iIH‘ll.- Yet it was this 1||:|||:||,~,|.L'5r ﬂIEﬂplinn in
fuvor of the freedom of Ponmsylvamians, which ultimately trirned
the boon so ardently sought for by the people of Maryland fn,
a stumbling block of offence. It was this which induced them
at last to deny the consututionality of o statute which they had
themselves P[Ut‘-‘tﬂ'h‘tl to he p:_lﬁﬁ'l'!(], and to CATTY the [I]“}sliﬁ“ up,
at the public expeuse, to be tried/in the person of Edward Prigg,
a slave-catcher, indicted under the law, by the highest judicial
tribunal known to the country, U'hat tribunal has formally
decided in favorof Prigg, and has annulled the provision of the
law of Pennsylvania which would have punished him. That
tribunal has decided that the power to recover slaves on
% elaim? is universal, and can be restrained or regulated by no
free state. 1t has deeided that it is not possible for any state (o
pass statutes which, although intended to preserve the rights of
freemen to a elass of persons, by similarity of color perpetually
liable to Lie mistaken for slaves, may yet involve the neces
sity of sometimes conceding the ordinary advantages of the
law to the slave himself, It has decided that it is enough
that a colored man be “eclaimed® as a slave at once 10 ’--'lllfﬂ
from him the right which the common law gives him, which
almost every form of government in the free states confinis
and which the constitution of the United States golemnly guar
antees. A
Your committee are deliberately of opinion, that a decision
which arrives at a result so shocking to the feelings 51“1 ﬂ“
principles of every citizen in a land ‘of freedom, must bein 1
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' : sirines of [ibarty. :
vigor the genine o . : S
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wihat are the (roe siaies (0 dol Shall lhr“
e fne and wide over thoir
dinary restraints of our laws,
|:1iq'-;|:u‘. hefore any Ilm;.;iSI:mhi tl]ﬂ}l’
plense;, oven fo an ordinary Justice of the peace, there to be
dealt with summarily, without the chanee Df‘ appeal ? Tj-n_tlr
committee eannot hesitate npon the answer which shall be given
to these questions ;—and their only doubt Ilﬂ.ﬁ. been upon the
measures necessary practically to check this great power.
Without, in the remotest degree, intending 10 recommend any
steps of resistance to the exeention of the ¢lanse of the consti-
ttion which has been so liberally construed, so long as it shall
remain o elause in that instrument, they do nevertheless feel the
necessity of devising some IIIEll:Iﬂd, Htriﬂli}" jllﬂliﬁlibtﬂ i ilﬂﬂlﬂ
of restricting the scope of its operation. They consider the
clause raferred to so often, us an exception to the g,eu_eml ;ﬁ?ﬂ_;.
acter of the instroment that contains it.  And fl::r.rlh'er.,.l:"j;a;t
as such an exeeption, all proceedings under it should be lﬁq.dé
to confiict as little as possible with the liberty of f_he :Ei'liﬁ.ﬁli
under state as well as the general government. If the slave
milst : 7 alger o
e e mes e o vora i
strvice fop 1iﬁ:_., “pﬂ‘ . : ﬂ. “E.t nmnfjh]ﬁb?‘@%
' L your committee must: L that, .
of all the restraining provisions of the const '
o ?ar grosser violation of its general ch EI'BH
it the enslaving of one freeman tirough its
Ifh&rqt:nn ofa thousand slaves. | ',

Itisa ETID\'I."iI:]E' eause of Wm‘fﬂﬂiﬂh iz
states, that the great prineiple whieh Ties
palitical institntion d s E‘Wh}i:h]
noW ot simp] % A .I"-'i-._tn_!:tk?ftb--

y denied in o large
temned.  Government ie 5o =
individuals of HE IS dn s

a portion of tha ljk

fhin i"ld'hllllll i oLt
sinveholder or tho kidnapper ran

limits, setting o definnea all the or

and carrying whom they
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state of nature, for the sake of more [ rieet protecthon T Y-
"!"I"'N“."t‘, af 1that which l||lff|, e fiol =urrender But e Prae
tice lins become general with the citizens of 1he slave siateg, 4y

eafisiciv fUastons ol national impaitanes chiefly acenrding s

the bearing they may be expected o have upon the "’”'""I'PHI'-
tant peint of mainiaining a subjection, by foree, nflwu‘l'm thires
milhons of human beings. In order (0 effeet thin, tha moat
sell-avident truths are denied, and the plainest directions of the
constitution of the United Siates are sot ot defiance.  The first
ohject is to establish, not simply in their own territories, by
throughant the Union, the proposition, that men of dark skin
shall everywhere be presumed to be slaves, and that they shall
nowhere be presumed to be eitizens.  In evidence of this, it s
only necessary to refer to the manner in which the first elanss
of the scction of the constitution, already quoted, that which
establishes the rights of citizenship thronghont the states, is
daily and hourly violated in mest, if not all, the ports of
the southern states.  This violation is deliberate, beeanse
it has been persevered in for twenty yvears, notwithstanding
that one of the judges of the supreme court of the United
States, himsell a citizen of one of the states which set the ex-
ample of authorizing it by legislative statntes, did long ago,
from his judicial seat at home, pronounce such legislation un-
constitutional. Neither does the case stop here. South Caro.
lina, which took the lead in this measure of resistance to the
constitution, has been followed by most of the slave states of
the Unjon. Year after year the legislation complained of gains
ground, by transmission from the elder to the younger states.
Remonstrance from the free states is not listened to. But when
a powerful foreign nation, which never suffers her citizens o
be injured without claiming redress and gEIIETﬂ"}-I' exacting it if
not voluntarily offered—when Great Britain interieres I:Hi
points to commercial engagements infringed, then the L
which are never relaxed in their application to brathren of
same nation, are suspended so far as they relate to the striliges
; mmon _boud
And, as if to erown all, the very terms of the co S hom.
are now disputed, aud the sense of it absolutely denied. PR
persons who are known in Massachusetts as CIUZens S5 T
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oW e Pt el
' And the reso ;

I‘r“l.” h'."r e Frilories. A n:] i‘:u-n”." u][_-fli'_“l.i. fo Serve 1n hEr

- | aepniors %
o represcninlives and , ‘| oliutions
h:r : FE.l ‘onrt, for the purpose of uftering her will, res i
st ra | i . + [y
o “rr trating against the tyrannical edicis which oppress som
W1 LU ER a Ll s . . 3 5 -
I'l_ I“ ' - l'|[- Hll."-l.'l”.‘l'__' 1|1|."]1 I‘I 1.' l.‘-l: ”. I"l.'!' I-";‘L l:ﬁ.ll ﬂ."Eﬂ

"l [iFf¢nE, instead A !
il anthorities of at least one of the

|:m:1: .“n:Fh::.:?;;:.:l[l::; Liir}li:ji;iukl-r effusions of fanaticism,—as
1_5"[“: :1::-;:-{;*1. of Iim1 simple words of the '-""‘:"“mi'_""im._l of the
United States were not enough without su]m_mddmg*_ insult to
injury and to the downright violation :}I'r all right.

Upon this topie. however, your committee do not propose }D
dilate further in this report.  Enough has probably been said
to show the cifect which the legislation of the slave states
has had to destroy the force of the constitution in one partici-
lar,—the general rights of citizenship which it was intended to
confer.  The same result is again observable in the construe-
tion attempted to be placed upon the second clause of the see-
ton which has been heretofore quoted. And it is still more
strikingly visible in the action had under the third and last.
'."'n:mrh-:r-.‘ can this truth be more clearly seen than in the course
of proceeding adopted in the case of George Latimer. That ..ig_
the case which immediately gave rise to the great Fgﬁﬁ'mﬁr'“
f;:d ' the consideration of your committee, upon which they

FEPOrt. i

oohe ninietesnth day of October, 1842, g colored may

the Stato of Virgiy; Ty, a whit
| Tglh:_ﬁl Itlr_ == LA e

:; H“::ﬂ complained of haq ;:::::ﬂ: 2:? ol
15, buy, aecording 1o his gy staten, mﬁq ed
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ton 1o the mods in which the rr|r1|.|.|_-.:|||r WAs onlered m“rﬂr“l

the orror 1o escape his observation.  He hiad intended 1o g
Ars

entered it as committed in Norfolk, in Virginia, which ia n gl
wholly without the jurisdiation of Massachisetts, e T‘:.an

it may, Latimer was smzed and pat inte Jail npon n w'.‘"-'l-:l‘l
thai could not have stood o 1Itlrll|r'ill-:-.' legnl investigation. B
the instant that he ‘-'.'I|:-.:_|-'rl|_|._:-'t| i Jail, the samae constahle ‘-"-'hrll
had placed ]:i{n Ih.l.'!t"l'!, torthwith changed his attityde and :mf
sumed to detain -hlm h],' a thifferent :Ltltlmrl[_l,.-', Hea l“*'"]'h':ﬂrl 5
wrilten KOS z-'i.'::fuz-ll by Mr. James B. Gray, to detaig Lt
Mer a8 a lu_-__mw-:ilrmu labordue to him. My, Austin had anted
as the attorney ol A r. Gray i the matter of the criminal Com-
plaint -mil:._' that hl_'lllllj,':i.Ll the more effectually serve his main
purpose of recovering his slave. That slave had been seized
amd the fact of his seizure, right or wrong, was enough. "rh;
presumption of Taw, as established in the case of Edwatd Prigg,
went into instantaneous effect, by which a man, seized no mat.
ter how, so long as hie was seized, had become liahle to “ claim"
under the constitution. In other words, he was stripped of
every defence which the law allows to each individual citizen -
even of that which he would have had if committed for the
very offence with which he had been charged, He was now
subject to be immediately hurried' into slavery, provided that
he could not demonstrate the fact of his right to his freedom,
The complaint against him as a eriminal had done its work of
malking him a slave. The warrant which had been first made
had served the end propesed. notwithstanding the fact that the
complaint on which it rested was so grossly and flagrantly
false that the complaining attorney was driven to substitmte
another even in the short period before he deemed it expedient
to discontinue that part of his operation altogether.

Latimer was now in jail. The eriminal law had been suc-
cessfully prostituted to the use of the slave-catcher, and the
writ of habeas corpus, that of personal replevin, and the right of
trial by jury fell a dead letter before the deeree of the Snpreme
court, in the case of Prige. The very judge who had pro-
nounced that decree, the judge who had probably been selected
the spokesman for his brother slave-holding judges, because he



was not lilmself one, was the person to whose lips was o ba
sommended the first bitter deaught prepared T-ll.'rl'l:l his own nt“‘_htﬂ-
No judgeol the State conrts would take a l‘:":t in the Il'mtil‘.r “ither
for or against the surrender of Latimer. The El_'lm"” rigg hod
strnek them all with paralysis.  In this connexion, the question
whother he was or was not in reality a fugitive slave, is of ne
consequence.  “The foct of his freedom wounld have made no
difference in diminishing his wrongs or his sufferings. Tt was
the iron rod of slavery, wiclded by the supreme court of the
United States, that had broken down all the supports of Ameri-
can liberty. Still, in justice to the distingnished and highly
respected judge who presides in the circuit court of the United
States for Massachusetts, it ought to be stated, that he had no
share in the imprisonment of Latimer in the county jail. That
was still continued, although éven the shadow of warrant that
originally palliated it, had disappeared. According to the 143d
ehapter, 1st section, of the Revised Htatutes, ** the common jails
i the charge of the respective sheriffs, shall be used as prisons :
First, for the detention of persons charged with offences and
duly committed for trial. Secondly, for the detention of persons
who may be duly committed, to secure their attendance as wit-
nesses on a trial of any eriminal eauses. Thirdly, for the con-
finement of persons committed pursuant to a sentence upon
convietion of an offence, and of all other persons duly commit-
ted for any canse authorized by law.'* Lastly, i‘t__is.ﬂg;llfy;gﬂj
that the provisions of the section “shall exte; PErsons
detained o commilted by authority of the co
Eiﬂlﬁs\i as: wﬂuﬂ@thv " gt AT
wealth. ".?T'a;::]i:{' ?ﬂﬂfh Anim
of nearly one th

Neither was
courts,” for
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which, it does most elearly appear, not only that the “Timy
process of Massachusetts has bean ontrageonsly PO vering tn
the purposes of slave-catchoers, but that a joil has by o

the storehoose. and the officers of j|t'-iti|:-4:' have b T "“illn_
tary instruments to effect the purpose of a man, wha brandeg a
human being n= n eriminal, only for the sake af |-r1n|gm“ hisg

HCar ||J‘i- WL TS DEGELLLN SLS F]ﬂ.".'l'.
Naoithor iz the whola of tho story yvet told.  Sines 1he 'IEHnr.

ery by Mr. Gray of the fact, that his own Inbors CANDOL ayay]

the power of the sovereign State of Yirginin has beeq 1"""”1“:&

by him to gain his end. Not content with componnding hig
claim on Latimer for a sum ol money, which, however good the
mtenton may have been, never shonld have been paid to him
within the limits of Massachusetts Mr. Gray, since his return to
Norfolk, has made an aiffidavit in substance that Latimer thers
stole two pocket-hooks and a hair-brush from him, the igh it ap.
pears that e admits they were left behind him and exposed o
view. Uponsodoubtful a pretence as this, the acting governorof
Virginia has thought it his duty to demand the surrender of
Latimer by the governor of Massachusetts, under the secand
clause of the portion of the federal constitution, so often quoted.
The fugitive slave is instantly converted into * g person charged
with treason, felony, or other erime, who has fled from Justies,’
Thus it is that the spirit of slavery, Hying from one paragraph
of the constitution to another, seeks to wrest out of each in tum
the necessary strength tomaintain itself. Thus it is that, whilst
one provision intended to extend the blessings of {reedom and
citizenship is at its nod utterly annihilated, two others are con-
veried into instruments for fastening the chain on the neck of
the slave more firmly than ever, through the agency of those
who boast that they acknowledge no such system within their
limits. ‘That very government which has been shown to have
. hesitated, fifty years ago, abont calling the seizure and saleof 2
| free inhabitant of Pennsylvania “a crime,” included among
| those referred to in the constitution, is at this day disposed to
| attempt the recovery of a slave on the allegation made by his
\lﬁasmr, the individual most interested in procuring his surren=

der, of a possible petty larceny never proved against him. The
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Jean place between the ncting gov-
fa govermor of Muassachusetts, Mr,
hich have been referred to your
e ary toadd, that, in ti_mir opin-
m"“:::l, -_‘1-1-I1t||”1'- of governor Davis, in refusing 1o listen loa
lt.-"mml founded upon authority 50 trifling, was |'lE!I'r{‘.-E1.|]|." cor-
roct. ANy opposite decision to his could have been attended
with no other effect than the demolition of one more hl{lw_ark
against the complete domination of the slaveholding principle
:.‘::.-‘q‘!r the land. : .
[n conclusion of this parl of the subject, the discussion of
which has extended further than was originally intended, the
qestion remains yet to be <ettled what it is best to do. Your
committee all agree in the opinion, that the decision of the su-
preme court has enlarged instead of restricting the influence of
the slaveholders over the country. They agree in the belief,
that it has diminished instead of seeuring the enjoyment of the
blessings of liberty, as promised to the present generation by
the preamble to the constitution. Vet it is difficult to ascertain
precisely what course shonld be pursued in the present emer-
gency. Your committee will nat recommend any measure,
however well adapted in appearance (o the prevention for the
future of such outrages as were executed upon the person of
Latimer, which has a tendeney to conflict with the authority
of the supreme eourt of the United States, exercised within its
leaitimate sphere.  And yet they are unwilling to suffer an in-
stant to pass without the proposal of some ﬂEWEanguardf‘m

the personal liberty of the citizens of 'Mﬁéﬁﬁi’:ﬁhéﬁ_ﬁf&f{: Luclﬁ]f-,

dence which has i
arnor of Virginis, and the Ia

Davis, is nnoig the papers W
It is searcely Necess

carre :?.|1-rr:'|

jon,

-k
1 sl ieaaiF

the decision of the judges in the case of Prigg, which has occa

sioned. the dilemma, furnishes in one portion of it a clue o f

them outof it.  Thus the very weapon it inflicted the
may be made to furnish -ED!ILEE:]:_Iﬁ._ [ 1 1?&
h.E:':'ll it. For whilst, on the one hand,
rigidly insist upon the right of the
cute the provisions of thﬁ'!li;?ﬁ%ﬁ

recovery of fugitive slaves on tal
y ngitive slaves on
through officers of its OWR Cre

4
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Y

mngistrn.r:y, whenever they shall 1hlu|1l; i.1 right se 1g da,
law of r_!l'lll-ﬂl'l‘..*iﬁ confors a power ol deciding, Without 4 “’i
upon the liberty of human Iu-_nu_{x and theje Posteris ],
State judicinl officers r[m.'.-':.t Lo & Justice of the Peacs, -I.II;I L
decides r_iml thoy may, il :h.s-.]:' choose, exerciso thi |u:I-|th|:
thus :‘.uurﬂj'tl-r!,l £ Mn‘-ff.-.wr I,wwfnéf-h-d by Nteee i'f.'z.f.l'.u.n"ﬂ.r;.-,”_u ;:'”?
such an l.‘."il'_‘l‘ilr.JHI.l_. 1 necessarily follows, that tha Elmnﬁ'1'fﬂl
it perfectly within |I|w.r POWEr 10 make sucly a F’”ﬂllﬁai;n
whenever they shall think fit so 1o do.  In view of the oy i
the negro John, in Pennsylvania, in 1788, of that gf Hd:;ur
Priga, in 1540, and of that of George Latimer, in 1342, iy r.-jpni
of the liability to abuse for the worst of purposes, of {ha me:;
given to so many magistrates, as well asof (he proteciioy which
thousands of freemen in Massachusetts have right to demang
of the State, your committen eap no longer doubt whag should
be done, This arbitrary authority to dispense with the ardi.
nary forms of law in eases of the utmost IMportance to indi-
vidual liberty, must be as far as practicable withdrawn, Your
committeg are willing, that the injunction upon the States po
to pass laws ii!mm!'tng lugitive slaves, should remain in full
force, since ““it is so nominated in the bond.” They will eveg
submit to the necessity, that they shonld be delivered up fo
their masters on “claim ' even though the evidence sufficient
to support that claim would not be deemed sufficient in the
State courts to decide a question of disputed property in value
exceeding twenty dollars.  “The law allows it and the court
awards it.” But the force of the award must be strietly con-
fined within its exact limits, becanse it is unfavorable 1o ihe
great principles of liberty which the constitution was designed
to establish.  Your committee recommend that the State sur
render no more power than they have literally agreed 12 de.
‘I'hey canuot consent to let its magistrates, in whose h:.smds :;
similar jurisdiction can be vested by its own constitution ah#
laws, pass without a ppeal, without responsibility to the powert
ereated them, and without the interference of a jury, upon !
right of living men to their freedom. They cannot permit o3
prostitution of the eriminal process of the State, or "’_f “’gpg
PRIty set apart for certain apecific purposes, to the base ug
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wsiness of enslaving their fel-
To furnish extraordinary fucilities Ifn-r 11_1r' eatablishment
prossion within the Limiis n:l ?'llrl&!::u:'iuu;.ultu_
e are not bound by any law, humati OF rliwmlt. No puln:‘unl
!":”-“" within her territory wonld sanefion the iden o n'r:ﬁtud.r:ih
For the purpose of providing ngainst the IrJluuger apprehended,
and in order to meet the wishes of the petitioners, as expressed
vour eommittee ask leave Lo report

men engaged in the honotable 1

low s
af a systam ol op

in twa parts of the petition,

a hill. : _
There remains yet to be considered the third request, which

i« = That the Legislature propose such amendments to the
constitution of the United States; as shall forever separate the
people of Massachusetts from all connexion Wilh slavery.” ;
This is a wholly independent proposition of the preceding
ones, far more extensive in its bearing, and one a great difficulty
properly to discuss which your committee feel in the already
too great length of the present report. The first question for
consideration is, What is that eonnexion of Massachusetts with
slavery, which it is the object of the prayer to have severed?
Something of its nature has perhaps been already diselosed
in this report, but nothing of its extent. Yet if the doctrine
generally assumed to be true in the slaveholding States, and
not infrequently repeated even in Massa‘ﬁh_usetts, that t'hE"ﬁ_‘_ﬁE
States have now no connexion with slavery, _a:nﬂ'ﬂqg%q{u?g_ﬂ?
have no business to meddle with the subject atall, were actually
sound, then there wonld be no ground for the prayer of the p
titloners. Ttis because "méat'féﬁi.'_ihﬁﬁz;lﬁ?ﬁﬁ&&f- is dire

o

the face of all the facts, that they ask for s
can be made to conform to them.

very state of things which the peop|
they most earnestly desire shoulc

that it is established ne ﬂ; i
the United States, in some of (1e
obligations to su};ﬁ'

they feel to be not
gusting to them. |
abide by the contract,

@ perfectly legitimate
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to the instrument, to which the parties must assent, gp uu_,

cannot he made,
Thal there is a growing feoling, throughout the free Blny

of dissatisfaction with the operation of (e :aln'.*;:IH-J.[..j";,E 1o
upon the system of the general govarnment, ean hnmjy hea.,._
nied by any person accustomed to observe the tone of Publis

sentiment. It is partly based upon a meoral and religion sery.
plo.againgt the lawfilness of sfn-.rf-._r:-,f in any form, ang Parily
upon less exalted views of the political preponderancen ACG e
through its means. But in either shape which it assUines, j
has had and has now very little to do with the movement qp
the great parties into which the country is divided, or wigy the
leading individuals who represent them. It is the Spontanegyg
burst of the moral fee] ing of a portion of the people lhammlvﬂl
acting in resistance to the doctrines of political expediency apng
to the interests of all the active statesmen of the day, As sugh,
it deserves to be treated wilh respect even by those who sep
nothing but danger from the movement, and whether it mpets
with it or not at present, it will scarcelyfail in the end to seeurg
it. When nearly seventy thousand persons, in a population not
much more than ten times that number, unite in a single re-
quest of the nature now under consideration, there is reason to
suppose that a feeling is at work in the community of which
they form a part, which wil] not rest satisfied with inaction or
indifference as jt regards the questions they choose to agitate.
Your committee could not be guilty of either if they would.
Itis due to them (o say, in addition, that they would not if
they conld,

But so great is the connexion of slavery with the people of
Massachusetts, through the obligations imposed upon them by
the constitution of the United States, that a great difficulty oe-
curs at the threshold, to know how 1o propose amendments
Which shall have the effect desired without completely destroy-
ing the instrument itsell, and making necessary the framing 3
new one, Slavery, which crept in at the window of the Eﬂl‘
fice when jt wWas building, under an implied promise to remain
b'-“f for a time, has now grown so large that it oceupies all the

Space, and fannot be put out of the door without hazard tpﬂ;!
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The basis of representation now makes the
slaveholding interest all powerful in Ellﬂ Iﬂsiﬁlil'il’ﬂ ﬂl'l].‘L'l‘Hllr_'-nl
of the government ‘I'he same thing ‘1"_”“”"“1 1o ”]“.UI”EF
magisirate, whoever he may be, the NECASSILY, ol 5"'-"?”{““‘:‘1 to
liti‘:-ll-l'ﬂ'l’ll"!t' that creates him. 'he same 1”1_1“9”":'3 msinuniecs
itsolf, by a more coverl and dangerous road, inte the beneh of
the judiciary. The great Prinuiplus of the constitntion are
made to bend 1o it where they cannot be broken.  Noo aspirant
for political distinetion ean hope to gain it a moment longer
than lie can aceommodate his most enlarged notions of popular
libertv to the necessity of maintaining slaveholding doetrines
and sim-m'g.f throughout the territory of the Union. Such is o
condensed statement of the facts proved by the experience of
the past, but it is an easier thing to describe the evil than to de-
fine the remedy.

A keen sense of the unfavorable influence which slavery has
exeried upon the character of the Union generally, and the in-
teresis of the free states in partieular, has led some persons to
commit aggressions upon the rights seenred to the slaveholders,
which cannot altegether be justified. On the other hand, the
slaveholders themselves, irritated by these constant attacks
upon that which they deem to be their property, and feeling
that, on account of them, their right to that property is daily
becoming more uncertain, have been instigated to commit acts
and adopt principles, which ean neither morally nor politically
be sanctioned. The process thus deseribed as having taken
place, 18 yet going on, and bids fair to continue, so long as the
andor he sonvtesi it A
would probably-be o ferk the United Statos; 15/ maintained. #:¢
the duration of the u?:]:nm“m}n ARESTDERROLH F pReHEs R
Estﬂ.lllishqd, O o gmn tlm uf?.;-gu}@mmﬁﬁtz ﬂﬂml
remove the causes of &b 'n: ll:;lllﬂ tﬂ?’_"'_‘]lﬂ:f@ﬂta,ﬁg- '
belore a []Egr;:u ﬂ[' i = “?P : [ﬂ':;!-“"!I’:":il
ayondithee i :Ifltﬂt«mm%pf!:__ ke place, 1

] ; mﬁg_pw-

organization now form o n‘?a‘g

entire crection.

he pro
doctrines, an organization wh 'ﬂ - proj
ble form of discouragen mi.ﬁﬂtﬂ.ﬁi&
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dered so long na slavery retains its power. [ js ey
expect that the slaveholding doetrines thamselves will b 5

doned so long a8 the immense amount of property which ﬁt’
nro designed o sustnin shall eontinue to ba at stakn nhtﬁ

igsne.  The only hope for peace under these CIPCUNS A gy

to by derived from the withdrawal of the matsein] 0 fewd thy

fire of conteution.  And much of this marerial is 1o e

in the articles of the constitution of the Unied States, ggy.
strund and acted upon as they have been, for the most par, LT
persons interested in the maintenance of slavery,

Yourcommittee might, if they thought proper, go into 5 destaileq

examination of the history of the general government, in ordep g
show how the slave system has bent the exeentiva e partimagg
to its will, both in shaping the foreign and the domestie policy
of the administration: how it has controlled the Congress of
the United States undil it has actually substituted for the wil]
of the people in the consideration of such measnres a3

may desire, the power of a majority of representatives to ox-
clude every thing which they dislike: and how it has prompted
the judicinry to extend, over the whole of the free siates, the
force of those arbitrary doctrines which, if heard in Ameriea at
all, should have expended themselves within the limits in which
arbittary power is sustained by the local law, But they ab-
stain’ for many reasons, and principally because they do not
desire to say anything unneeessarily o provoke opposition. In
the discussion of a topic so full of danger, it is, aboveall, expe-
dient and proper that nothing be said which may eause need-
less irritation. The trath must be spoken at all times fearlessly
when it is indipensable to the justification of any measures
that may be proposed, but it needs not to be attended with
words of anger or of provoeation.

The time appears to have arrived, when it is pm]mrlﬂiﬂ
10 the cause of the diffienlties ‘which have taken place in the
Progress of the general government, for some years #
Through all the contests of the political parties which ﬂﬁ
taken place, one fact is visible; and that is the steady ascen

€Y of the slaveholding principles. This fact can be

counted for only in one way. It is the basis of representafiol

s
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in the popnlar branch
that ascendeney. Twenty

of the Legisiatnre, which establishen
.five representatives, elected by the
Sitiianyrol the slnve-holding States; in addition to the number

which they are entitied to by their freo;population, hﬂ'":-ﬂ Auk e
' |'“nr|l'l"||“l"-lj tho llﬂﬁ-lill'iﬂﬂ ﬂr the Eﬁ““”!"* WEI"F-

five olectoral votes, gained to the masters from the ':h“'ilnﬁ of
two millions of human beings, and held forth as the prze to
that individual and that party which will consent ta ll'll’lfkﬂ the
greatest snerifices of I'ri“'-':'-l*lﬂ to abtain them, are sufficient to
decide the eharaeter of the government policy. This has been
submitted to without great murmuring up to this time, but there
are many indications to prove that it will not be so any longer.
The free states have a right to be heard on this point, because
the original compromise, which was made upon this subject in
the canstitution, and which let in this enormons power, has in
its practical effect been wholly favorable to the slave States,
and without any benefit at all to them. The power which is
gained by the white slave-owners, throngh the representation
of their slaves, is a constant, enduring, and inereasing power;
whilst the slight relief from proportional burdens, experienced
by the citizens of the free States, through the taxation of those
slaves, has been experienced only during the very brief periods,
few and far between, when direct taxes have been levied by
the federal government. For the last ten oF Lwenty vears that
the slave power has pressed the hardest upon the free States;
these have derived not a particle of cnn;pagsa?ﬂupji‘q;%%
den. Itis now the moment to state this frankly and fearlessly,
and to ask for a revision of the contract, MD W
Your committes have then come to the conell
mend that an amendment of .Fhﬂg-‘qmﬁﬁ :
lhp.l third elause of the mud.;éﬁ'vm T
behevfu that the root of lhe.gﬂ W
happiness of the Union lies 1

Voars ]|||._1.r.

they conld. But at any
Massachusetts should

and by a calm and frank expositior
1o guard against ﬂ_&nge o len
free country ought to be th
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Lot this principle be once carried ont, nand the E"'"ﬂrnmqm
the United States will assume n moral Fewer on tha face of

earth which it has never yet enjoyed. Lot this Princi
carried out, and the geographical distinctions whiey th e

the integrity of the Union, and against funmn_n; which w“h
ington’s Inst words so earnestly forewarned s al|, will ﬂ];

greatest source of their :eu|}rh:r_r1- Neither will the r.lrweh.,!dm
States lose so much by assenting to the I:Emngcr_. as ﬂlf::,r May 5
first imagine. Let them once remove the necessity of T
ledging the infinence of the slulve _in the national councils, and
they will remove the strongest inciternent toagitating the Qlies.
tion of his (reedom. Let them cease to extend their local Jyg
over States which cannol assent to its propriety, and they will
be more likely to maintain it undisturbed at home. The Brea
object with Massachusetts is to free itself from all responsibifiyy,
direct or indirect, for the continuance and spread of slavery iy
the United States. If it must exist, let it exist without sape.
tion from the free States. Let those only sustain it, who thigk
they derive pleasure or profit from the relation. It is non-inter-
fercnce, based upon a total separation of interests in the sob-
Ject, which is the point aimed at by the present proposal,

But it may be objected to the committee’s amendment, that
it will not of itself; even if adopted by the requisite number of
States, effect the purpose intended by the petitioners. The re-
mark is true. There are several passages of the constitution,
besides that fixing the basis of representation, which connect
the free States with slavery. They are all, however, of sec-
ondary consequence, when compared with that, and as they
probably draw their vitality from, so they would die with it
Your committee are, for this reason, unwilling to weaken the
force of the position taken by them on the main questinn.h_}_'
at the same instant, opening a variety of smaller ones. It 58
the slave representation, which in their beliel is effecting, by slow
but sure degrees, the overthrow of all the noble principles that
were embodied in the federal coustitution. To that let the pub-
lic attention be exclusively directed. 1f in the process neces
S4ry Lo the procuring a removal of it from the instrument®
government, it should become advisable to consider the points of
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this may be dene then as easily as now,

mino consequence, : Mt
and with more effsct.  The withdrmwal from the constitution
of the slave representation, wonld alone, in the opinion of your

h to earry with it the remaining

committee, be of force enoug
ohstacles to thatcomplete and effective soparation from all con-

nexion with slavery, which the petitioners desire.
With these views, your committee elose by submitting to the

consideration of the Legislature, a Resolve.
By order of the committee,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
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