HOUSE......No. 48.

commonwealth of jﬂaﬂﬂamuﬂmﬂ.

to whom was referred an order

The Joint Special Committee,
Jth; also the

of the House of Representatives of January 1
m of J. Ingersoll Bowditch and others, merchants of

petiti
and resolutions of the State of Geor-

Boston : also the report
transmitted by His Excellency the Governor; also an

gia,

order of the Hounse of the 11th inst. ; and lastly, the Message
of His Excellency the Governor, communicaling copies of
papers in the executive department since 1834,—all which
orders and papers have reference to the imprisonment of
colored seamen, citizens of Massachusetts, in the southern

ports of the United States,—ask leave to

REPORT: |
The foofitlin “ﬁm‘”ﬁ“ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁnﬁmﬂsﬁf i ilhﬁ;-ﬂmﬂha’mi Heto:
States, in which slavery is established, by the operation of

[}
s LI
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which citizenship in those States confers. And, a¢ he o o
of the General Court in 1512, it went so far as, by 5 e
Yest in the Governor for the (ime being a disereg M‘

whenever application should be made 1o him jn behalp of

eitizen imprisoned in the manoer specified, 1o take Mﬁ
the release of such prisoner, and for the submiss: L

ted States Court of the question of legality of his im

[t does not appear that any application has been rjnp;:;“
o the Governor under this resolve. The reason of liu.-ﬁ
be readily comprehended, when VOUTr commiites mﬁm:
most of the persons liable to be affected by the Operatiog, o
these laws. are either wholly friendless, and are muq!m,
sold into slavery and heard of no more, or dlse thay they ap
attached to merchant ships. which cannot conveniently Jog,
their hands. and the capiains of which prefer to P2Y the or
penses of redeeming them rather than to be detained in trying
th= guestion of lezality of their imprisonment.

It has not heretofore been the desire. or the policy of Massy
chusetts. 10 make complaint of the violation of her ngﬁmtq
other States. where such violation appears to have been inei
dental to the attainment of some useful object, or unintentiops)
as it respected her citizens. So long as South Carolina alops
had adopted sach a Jaw as the one referred to, in a moment of
exaggerated alarm at the threatened rising of her ﬂa‘i’ﬂm
Hion, there was reason to suppose that the evil complained of
might be only temporary, and that it would be mmnmii_ﬁ
tie decline of the feeling that occasioned it. But sinee time
has shown not only the perseverance against all remonsiraace
of Sonth Carolina, but the adeption of the same mh’fﬁl
other States of the south, there is good reason to s L =
no relaxation of the system can be expected-to- take P
Indeed, ¥our committee understand this to be deninit i
clarcd by the report and resolutions of the Legisk
8ia, which have been referred to them for conside
- Itremains, then. 1o be considered what shoul
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do something more effective than has yet
been attempted, for the protection of citizens who have a right
- o donbt on which side of

Your committes have 1 i :
They perceive, in the

the alternative duty calls them to act.
ich and others, which has been referred

petition of J. 1. Bowdi
ent may be appointed, in one or

(o them, a prayer that an ag
the purpose of collecting informa-

two of the southern ports, for
as to the names and number of eitizens of Massachusetls

tom,
who may be imprisoned there, as well as for the more certain
rosecution of the gquestion of the validity of the laws under

P
d, before the United States tribunals.

which they are imprisone
This suggestion is worthy of adoption. The expense attend-
ing it will be trivial, in comparison with the solemn principle

which is involved. Your committee ask leave to report the

must endeavor (o

1o elaum 1k

following resolves.

By order,

C. F. ADAMS.




